Speaker Biographies

Here is some background information about the speakers you will be hearing from during the event:

Sir Peter Hall

Peter Hall is Bartlett Professor of Planning and Regeneration at the Bartlett School of Architecture and Planning, University College London.  

He received his Master's (1957) and Ph.D. (1959) degrees in Geography from the University of Cambridge and has taught at the London School of Economics; at the University of Reading (1968‑88), where he was Dean of the Faculty of Urban and Regional Studies; and at the University of California at Berkeley (1980‑92), where he is Professor Emeritus of City and Regional Planning.

From 1991‑94 he was Special Adviser on Strategic Planning to the UK Secretary of State for the Environment, with special reference to issues of London and South East regional planning including Thames Gateway and the Channel Tunnel Rail Link.  In 1998-99 he was a member of the Deputy Prime Minister's Urban Task Force.  In 2006 he was a member of the Expert Advisory Committee to the Barker Review of the planning system.  In 2008 he was a member of the Eco-Towns Challenge Panel.  In 2009 he co-authored a report on future train stations for the Secretary of State for Transport.  He also assumed overall direction of SINTROPHER, a €22 million EU programme promoting transfer of new transport technologies, particularly tram-trains, to assist the development of peripheral European regions.
He is author or editor of nearly 40 books on urban and regional planning and related topics, including The World Cities (1966, 1977, 1983); Urban and Regional Planning (1975, 1982, 2002); Cities of Tomorrow (1988); Technopoles of the World (with M. Castells, 1994); Cities in Civilization (1998); Urban Future 21 (with U. Pfeiffer, 2000); and The Polycentric Metropolis (with K. Pain, 2006).

Professor Ray Pahl

Prof. Pahl has a research career stretching back to 1960, when he began work on class, community and social cohesion in Hertfordshire commuter villages.  This turned into his PhD thesis, which was published by the LSE and Weidenfeld and Nicholson in 1965.


From 1995 to 2002 Ray was the Chair of the Foundation for Urban and Regional Research (Charity). From 1983 to 1985 he was a member of the Archbishop of Canterbury's Commission on Urban Priority Areas that reported as Faith in the City. 

He was at the University of Kent from its foundation in 1965 until 1994, becoming Professor in 1972. From 1994-2004 he was with the Institute of Social Economic Research, University of Essex, as Visiting Research Professor.  He is currently Professor Emeritus at the University of Kent.  

Ray has played an instrumental role in establishing the Small Towns for Tomorrow Policy Forum and is currently the Chair for the group.

Danny Friedman

Danny Friedman is Director of the Housing Division of ECOTEC Research and Consulting.  Before joining ECOTEC he worked as a freelance consultant, carrying out projects for the Greater London Authority, Housing Corporation, and several BaME housing associations, among other clients.  

Previous to this, in a 25 years plus   housing and social policy career he has held posts as the Director of Policy and Head of Research at the National Housing Federation (NHF), and policy, research and strategy posts at Family Housing Association, LB Southwark, the London Housing Unit and a voluntary sector advice agency.  His experience encompasses major research, strategic review and policy evaluation projects (including working with MORI and academic institutions) and delivering major representational and lobbying outputs.  

At ECOTEC he has worked on a range of policy and strategic initiatives, including Strategic Housing Market Assessments, work with the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinders, housing strategies for B&ME communities and young people, studies of the private rented sector in various parts of England, and analysis and assessment of grant allocation processes.   Recent clients have included the HCA, CLG, and the NHF as well as a range of regional, sub-regional and local authority bodies.    He has carried out a number of studies with a strong rural dimension,  including directing the Strategic Housing Market Assessment for East Kent,  work on young peoples' housing needs in rural areas of Somerset, and directing a study on the role of and affordable housing investment in smaller and larger rural settlements,  for the then Housing Corporation.

Peter Damesick MA PhD

Peter has over 20 years’ research experience in the UK commercial property market, and provides frequent advice and consultancy for a wide range of CB Richard Ellis clients in the areas of market analysis, forecasting and strategy. Peter was born and went to school in Manchester and studied geography at Cambridge University from where he received his doctorate. Before joining CB Richard Ellis in 1988, he worked in management consultancy with Coopers & Lybrand and as a university lecturer at Birkbeck, University of London, where he is now a Visiting Professor in the School of Geography. 

Professor Harold Goodwin

Harold is Professor of Responsible Tourism Management and a Director of the International Centre for Responsible Tourism at Leeds Metropolitan University where he teaches and supervises research, and also does some writing and undertakes research himself.

He has worked on 4 continents with local communities, their governments and the inbound and outbound tourism industry.  Harold researches on tourism, local economic development and poverty reduction, conservation and responsible tourism and teaches Masters and PhD students as well as the industry, local communities, governments, and conservationists. Harold also undertakes consultancy and evaluations for companies, NGOs, governments, and international organisations.

Harold is an advisor to the World Travel Market on World Responsible Tourism Day; chair of the Advisory Panel of the International Tourism Partnership (part of the International Business Leaders Forum) and Chair of the Judges for the annual Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards He co-chaired the Kerala International Conference on Responsible Tourism in Destinations held at Easter 2008, the follow-up to the Cape Town Conference on Responsible Tourism in Destinations which he also co-chaired and produced the Kerala Declaration. In May 2009 he co-chaired the 3rd International Conference on Responsible Tourism in Destinations held in Belize. Harold is currently assisting Oman in developing Responsible Tourism policies and will be co-chairing the 4th International Conference on Responsible Tourism in Destinations 10-12 October 2010.

Bob Crichton MA, PhD, CEng, FRSA

Following an engineering degree and doctorate from Cambridge University, Bob worked in the early 1970s in research and development in the defence and health-care industries applying his skills in the new field of digital signal processing to such areas as medical imaging and speech analysis.

He joined PA Consulting in 1978, eventually leading its electronics division.  This time included the emergence of the microprocessor and Bob led the development of products including some of the first digital mobile phones.  Subsequently he was IT Director of a plc and chairman of a medical laser company before setting up HOP Associates in 1991.

From its foundation HOP has specialised in the changing nature of work, undertaking research, consulting and project management for a range of public and private sector organisations.  He believes that most organisations fail to understand the transforming potential of technology in the ways they work and helps his clients move from the “travel to the office each day and sit at the same desk” model of work towards greater flexibility in when, where and how work is done.

Bob and his wife live in a large village near Cambridge, where they are active in roles such as school governing and church leadership.

Chris Wade

Chris has nearly twenty years of experience in environmental management and rural affairs as well as a strong background in running independent rural development organisations. He joined AMT as Chief Executive in 2004. 

Chris has three postgraduate qualifications in relevant disciplines, including most recently a Masters degree in community enterprise from the University of Cambridge Business School. 

Chris is a board member of the Development Trusts Association and Chair of its Policy and Communications Committee. For the last two years he has served as Vice Chair of both the South East Rural Towns Partnership and the Yorkshire and Humber Market Towns Network. 

Professor John Shepherd

John is Professor of Geography at Birkbeck College, University of London and founder/director of the Rural Evidence Research Centre (RERC) a consortium of university departments focused on developing evidence for a modern rural policy. He has over 20 years experience of working for central and local government in the fields of the economics of land use and planning. The RERC was established with core funding from Defra and is now a free-standing, independent research unit.

John led the team that designed and implemented new definition of rural areas of England and Wales and the rural urban classification of local authorities. The definition has, in many ways, transformed our understanding of the social and economic structure of rural England and the challenges it faces. His current research interests focus on the social and economic sustainability of rural towns which he feels have been poorly understood and as a result neglected in evidence based debate on rural policy.

Gordon Morris

Gordon Morris, an engineer by profession, trained and served with the Royal Navy until 1976, when he left to work in industry, initially as a sonar engineer, and eventually as a partner in a consultancy specialising in water conservation.  After a spell lecturing in Further and Higher Education he joined the Rural Development Commission as a Business Adviser in 1993.   In 1999, he joined the Countryside Agency, where he worked on various aspects of rural regeneration, including the Market Towns Initiative and Beacon Towns Programme, both of which he helped to design and manage.   

Gordon is now a freelance writer and researcher. His particular interest is in rural policy, mainly in the UK, but also overseas.  In addition to his work in England, he has visited Australia as a member of a joint Canadian-New Zealand, UK and Australian rural development team.  He has also taken part in a North America-UK Countryside Exchange programme, and visited Gambia and Uganda as a volunteer with an international linking organization.

A Corporate Member of the Institutes of Management and Incorporated Engineers, Gordon has a Post-graduate Diploma and an MSc in Rural Development from the University of Plymouth, Seale Hayne.  He has recently completed an assessment of the Market Towns Initiative, and the extent to which the programme addressed rural poverty, as part of a PhD at the University of Exeter.  He is a Visiting Lecturer in community development at Bournemouth University, and a Director of Action for Market Towns. 

Adrian Alsop

Adrian Alsop is the Director for Research at the Economic and Social Research Council, UK.  He has previously been Head of Politics, Economics and Geography and Director of Corporate Policy. Before the ESRC he worked for the then Department of Employment.

Keith Thorpe 

Keith Thorpe is Head of Urban Policy in the Local Economic Development and Renewal Directorate, Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), London, providing advice and cross-cutting support on central government policies to make better towns and cities. This has included leading the Secretariat supporting the Ministerial Urban Sounding Board, the Core Cities Working Group, and serving as policy lead for the State of the English Cities Report (launched in 2006).  He currently chairs a UK cross-government working group on coastal towns and is leading preparations for his Department’s involvement in the Shanghai World Expo 2010 (‘Better City, Better Life’).

He has worked in a wide range of research and administrative posts in UK Central Government Departments and Government Regional Offices (in Manchester and London) during his Civil Service career covering housing, urban planning, regeneration and regional economic policy issues. He was Inquiry Secretary to the Heathrow Airport Terminal 5 Inquiry (1995-1999), overseeing administration and procedures for the longest planning inquiry ever held in Britain. 
He is a Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute and currently represents the UK on the OECD’s Urban Working Party, and at meetings of Territorial Development Policy Committee. He also represents the UK on the European Union’s Territorial Cohesion and Urban Matters Committee.
He was appointed an OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire) in the Queen’s New Year Honours list 2008 for his contributions to town planning and urban policy.
