The launch of Small Towns for Tomorrow

Small Towns for the Big Society - How are small towns going to develop
 in the future and what can we do now to prepare for that?
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	9.15 onwards
	Registration (Teas and coffee)



	10.00
	Ray Pahl Welcome

	10.05
	Opening speech by Sir Peter Hall


	10.45

To

12noon
	Presentation by Danny Friedman, Director Head of Housing at Ecotec: Housing, Planning and Small Towns


	
	Presentation by Dr Peter Damesick, Head of Research at CB Richard Ellis, on the economy of small towns including opportunities and challenges for inward investment 


	
	Presentation by Professor Harold Goodwin, Professor of Responsible Tourism Management: Tourism and Renaissance in Small Towns 



	
	Presentation by Dr Bob Crichton, Managing Director of HOP Associates: Small Towns and the Changing Nature of Work

	12noon
	Tea and Coffee

	12.15
	Chris Wade (Chief Executive of Action for Market Towns) presents ‘Market Towns: The Next Ten Years’ 



	12.25
	Expert Panel Session Discussion chaired by Chris Wade



	13.15
	Lunch

	14.10
	Presentation by Professor John Shepherd, Director of Rural Evidence Research Centre at Birkbeck, University of London presents “Rural Towns, What Do We Know and What do We Need to Know?”


	14.35
	Breakout discussion groups for delegates (inc teas and coffee) – see below

	15.35

	Feedback from discussion groups and immediate responses from:

· a research perspective - Adrian Alsop, Director for Research, Economic and Social Research Council; and 
· a policy perspective – Keith Thorpe, Head of Urban Policy, Communities and Local Government

	16.10
	Final word from Sir Peter Hall/ Ray Pahl

	16.15
	Close


Discussion Group topics:
Discussion Group 1
The Economic Viability of Small Towns

Economic viability, within the wider context of sustainability, is a key issue for small towns especially in a time of growth and increasing competition both nationally, globally and virtually.  
Discussions will focus on how small towns can improve their economic viability through, for example, attracting inward investment, collaborative working, understanding relationships with other towns and cities and greater partnerships and networking.
Discussion Group 2

The contribution of small towns to the green agenda

Climate change is arguably the largest problem facing the world – now and into the future. The need to achieve sustainable development, through for example environmental technologies and solutions must begin at the local level. 

Discussion will focus on what small towns are doing, and can do, to contribute to the green agenda in order to secure a sustainable future for the long-term.
Discussion Group 3

Small Towns and the Big Society Agenda

The new Government are committed to the idea of Big Society.  Some of the areas that Big Society is looking to support include giving more powers to local communities, encouraging people to take an active role in their communities, transferring power from central to local government, supporting co-ops, mutuals, charities and social enterprises and the publication of central government data on local issues. 
Discussion will focus on the emerging Big Society and will explore what this means for small towns and their communities and opportunities to take advantage of.  
Discussion Group 4

Using the diversity of small towns for strategic benefit

Small towns exhibit a range of different and characteristics based upon their heritage, industries and communities.  In an era of growth and change, the challenge will be to understand how these differences can benefit towns strategically.
Discussion will focus on the importance of individuality and diversity of small towns and how to maintain this within in a broader vision for small towns over the long-term.  
Discussion Group 5

Reclaiming Local Government in Small Towns

A push towards greater community involvement within the local area and greater community involvement appears, on the surface, to be a positive policy.  It does however require a need for all sectors of the community to have the capacity and ability to get involved with the avoidance of any unintended consequences.

Discussion will focus on how the democratic deficit can be reduced in the small town setting, exploring ways to protect those at the local level from being overshadowed by bigger interests and ensure that local people retain a voice and input into their community.
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